of the 


of the | 


Protestant Church 


held in 


6 


May,1862. 


bey 


CONFERENCE 


OGRE 
GENT) 
Methodist 


Proceedings ot the Général |, 
Methodist Protestant 


in Georgetown, D. Bro. Jo- 
|seph Libbey was chosen temporary President, | 
and~Rev. D. Evans Reese, Secretary. The | 
| President took.the chair,.and the Conference. | 

was opened with prayer by Rev. W. Roby.~ 


| then to meet at 23 0 ‘Slock, 


Evans Rexse, J. W. 


| W. Barzs. J.B. Tuomas. 


Tuesday, May. 6th, 1862. 
Conference. met, agrecably. 


On motion by Rev. W. Roby, the Conference | 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


13% Fig 


The Conference met. Bro. “Libbey in 


chair ; and was opened w with PY: Rev. L. 
Bates. 


motion by Rev. Dr. Waters, acommittee 


| of two was appointed to examine ‘credentials. 
| Committee: W. Roby, W. Bates, who 
ported ag follows, oth Ye 


Ministers. 
Dr. F. Warnes, Marz, 
‘Dr. Tuos. Sm,  Jonn Surrn, 


W. ‘Evert, Davip Pricz, 
Jas. K. Nicnors, J. B. 
Dr. J.J. Murray, Lipsey, — 


# 


On. motion, it was resolved to go into the 
election for President’ of the Conference, when 


‘Dr. F. Waters was duly" elected, 


Reese -was also elected Secretary... 


On motion, by Rev. -L. W. it: was’ 
Resolved, That when the General Conference 


sijotirnd it shall be, to meet again ; at the call of 
the President and Secretar ry. Provided, however, ‘ 
that in the case of the death of either of. them, 


the call shall be made the: 


sentatives.” 


Provided that shove named have 


‘authority also to change the place of. meeting, 


should circumstances make it necessary. 


Resolved, finally, That the proceedings” of 


this Conference be in the - 
PROTESTANT. 


Adjourned with: prayer by Dr. J. J. Muri’ 
2663 D. Kvans Secretary. 
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(Taken from the editorial columns of the 
Methodist Protestant ,May 20,1865. ) | 


Georgetwwn,D.Cc. 
May 9,1865, 

The time for holding the eighth ses- 
sion of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Protestant Church,was May 6th, 

1862. The unsettled condition of the 
country at that time prevented a general 
attendance of delegates at the place ap- 
pointed for holding the Conference, 
Georgetown,D.C. The delegation from Ma- 
ryland,therefore ,naving assembled at the — 
time and place appointed,organized and 
immediately adjourned to meet at the call 
of the President..For sufficient reasons 
the call for the meeting of the Confer- 
ence was delayed until about two months 
since;when the President ,Rev.Dr. Francis 
Waters,with the concurrence of some of 
. the members of the Conference,issued a 
call for its meeting on the second Tues— 
day in May,1865. In accordance with this q 
call the- Conference re-assembled at George- 
tovn,D.Cc. on the day named in the call 
of the President. 

The Con: erence session was opened by 
Dr.Francis Waters,the President;Rev D. 
Evans Reese resuming his duties as sec- 
retary. By invitation,Rev.Cornelius 
Springer of the Muskingum District,con- 
ducted the opening religious service. 

The President then reminded the Confer- 
ence that they met under the adjournment 
of May,1862;that they held their offices 
as. temporary. 
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The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and approved. 

Rev.L.W.Bates,chairman of the commit- 
tee on oredentials, then stated that all 
who were not here in 1862,could now come 
forward and hand in their credentials. 
That he now stood alone on the committee 
in consequence of the demise of Rev.W. 
Roby. Conference decided that Brother 
Bates constitute the committee. Subse- 
quently Dr.J.dJ.Murray and Gen'l Geo. Vick-. 
ers were added to the committee on cre- 
dentials. 


The Co ference then adjourned to meet 
at 3 o'clock,p.m. 


Afternoon session. 

The Committee on credentials made the 

following report,which was adopted:- 

"Your Comnittee on Credentials deeply 
regret that the credentials of Brothers 
Ciark and Perry,from the Wabash cConfer- 
ence,are so informal as to effectually 
destroy their legality,and under the law 
governing the composition of the General 
Conference,it is impossible to admit 
them as members of. this body. The law in 
the case may be found in the 3rd section 
of Art.8 of the Constitution, and the 
section of the 10th Article. 

We are compelled also to report that we 
can find no authority whatever authoriz— 
ing a mission to elect a representative 
to this body. 

Your Comnittee therefore recommend that 

Brothers Clark and Perry be admitted to 
honorary membership,and that Brother rae 


Parrish be received as a messenger from 
Des Moines Gietrics. 
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Your Committee ‘also recommend that Ores-—- 
tes Ames be recorded as a member of the 
Conference from Illinois District". 

The Conference was thus found to be 


composed of the certified mem— 
bers: - 


Maryland. 
Dr. Francis Waters,Dr.Thomas Sim,D.Ewans 
Reese | 
Dr.d.d. Murray ,ministerspand Gen'] George 


Vickers,J.B.Matthews, and 
delegates. 


Tliinois. 
Orestes Ames, 

There were also present the following 
honorary members: Rev.c.Springer of the 
Muskingum District,Rev.A.Parrish,messen-— 
ger from Des Modnes mission;Rev.B.F. Perry 
® and Mr.David Clark of Wabash District. 

A report from the Des Moines mission 
and also another paper,were received by 
the Conference and refe¥red to a Comnit- 

°tee consisting of Borhers Nichols, ond 
_— on motion of Dr. Murray, | 
Resolved,That a Committee of three 
ministers and two laymen,be appointed to 
prepare and report to the next General | 
Conference a new Ritual for the Methodist 
Protestant Church,including a brief ser— 
vice for Sabbath days and sp:cial occa— 
sions,to be used at the discretion of of 
‘ministers and congregations,and that the 
President of this Conference be chairman 
of said committea@. Adopted, 
| Resolved, That Conference adjourn until 
9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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Wednesday morning. 
Conference re-assembled on Wednesday 
morning and was opened with religious 
service conducted by Rev.d. W.Everist. 

. On motion of Rev.L. W.Bates it was re- 
solved,that Dr.Thomas Sim and Gen'l G. 
Vickers be requ sted to call upon his ex- 
cellency,the President of the United 
States,and learn from him when it will 
suit his convenience to receive a visit 
from this Conference. 

A memorial was received form Starr 

.@hurch, Baltimore ,asking authority for 
the, ordinat ion of its pastor,Rev.W.H. 
Hopkins as an elder. This was referred 
to-a committee of three. | 

fhe following report of the Committee - 
on the Des Moines mission was received 
and adopted: 
"Conference extends deep sympathy and 
heartfelt congratulations to their breth- 
ren of the far-off mission for the praise— 


worthy manner in which they,as a Chris-— 


tion people,have sustained themselves 
der various privations and difficulties. 

Rev.John Sexsmith,with his consent,be, | 
and he is hereby continued the superin- . 
tendent of the Des Moines mission, 

That they be authorized to organize 
themselves into a Mission Conference, 
with full powers to make rules and regu- 
lations for their own government,and for 
the promotion of the work of God within 
their bounds-—-subject ,however,to the su- 
pervision and ecnntrol of the Board of 
Missions;and also to send up a messenger 
to this Conference. 


sha} the present territorial limits be 
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80 as to embrace all that part 
of the State of Iowa lying south of Des 
Moines river and east of the Charitan 
river." 

Murray a resolution that 
the Order of Public Worship (Discipline 
p.90) shovld be so construed as to allow 
the officiating minister at his discre- 
tion,to offer praver iiimediately after 
the delivery of the sermon. Adopted. - 
Conference adjourned to visit the Pres- 
ident. 

enee re-assembled. 

The Committee on the paper from Starr 
Church revorted that while they would be 
highly gratified to comply with the wish- 
es of the church,they could not see the _ 
necessity or expediency of departing from 
our ancient custom,by passing a special 
act,which might establish a dangerous | 
precedent. Therefore the matter is kind- 


ly and respectfully referred to the Mary— 


land Conference. 


lilowing ,offered by Gen! 1 George 
Vickers was adopted:- 
 “Whereas,Article 23rd of the idles 
of Religion of the Methodist Protestant — 
Churceh,declares that the President,the 
Congress, the General Assemblies, the Gov- 
ernors and the Councils of State, as the 
delegates of the people,are the rulers of. 
the United States of America according 
to the division of power made to them by 
the Constitution of the United States, 

and by the cnnstitution of the several 
States,and the said states are a sover- 
| eign and independent nation,and ought not 
® to be subject to any foreign jurisdiction; 
» 38nd whereas,Article 5 declares that the 
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Holy Seriptures contain all things neces—_ 
sary for salvation;and whereas the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church has never repealed 
these articles of Religion,and never has 
entertained the purpose of doing so,or of 
denying any duty enjoined upon it by the 
Scriptures,we deem it unnecessary to | 
make any further declarations of our 
principles;but in view of the condition 
of the country at this time,and our duty 
at all times,exhort the ministers of the 
Methodist Protestant Church not only to 
"submit to the powers that be",but most — 
earnestly to pray for trose in. authority 
that they may be ministers of good,and 
that we and all.our fellow-citizens may 
be enabled to "live quiet and peaceable 
lives in all godliness and honesty". 
Resolutions of sympathy were adopted 
on the death of Res.W.Roby and Mr.J.B. 
Thonas,members elect to this body. | 
 . Georgetown,D.C. was selected upon 
| the invitation of Mr.Joseph Libby as the 
place for holding the General Conference 
of 1866, 


The Conference then adjourned sine 
die with the benediction by the Presi- 
Dr. Francis Waters. 
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